“Summer Reading”; Janina D. Uckermann

Book: “The Green Mile”

1. Pretend you are a librarian. Write an essay explaining why you chose this book for the school library.
One of the reasons I chose “The Green Mile“ by Stephen King for our school library was in first place the author himself. Everybody knows him and at least one of his books and because we do not have all of his books in our school library I wanted to add another one to it. Stephen King’s books and his unique art of writing are so thrilling which I already discovered in his book “Misery” that I read in school.

“The Green Mile” is divided into six parts (The Two Dead Girls, The Mouse on the Mile, Coffey’s Hands, The Bad Death of Eduard Delacroix, Night Journey, Coffee on the Mile) and it also contains an introduction, a foreword and the author’s afterword. 
It tells the story of the inmates and wardens of the E Block on Cold Mountain Penitentiary and the narrator is Paul Edgecomb, the captain of the guards. The story takes place in the 1930s but there are also parts in which Paul is shown as an old man in a nursing home. "The Green Mile" is the corridor from the cells where the prisoners live to the execution room. Normally corridors leading to execution rooms at other prisons are called the "last mile". The linoleum flooring of this corridor is green, so the guards and the inmates call it “The Green Mile”.

What I also liked about the book were the different characters with their different kinds of behavior.

The story centers on John Coffey, a huge black man who is convicted of raping and killing two small white girls. He is very quiet and prefers to keep to himself and is afraid of the dark. Besides John Coffey, there are two other prisoners on the cell block during the main period of the book: Eduard Delacroix, who is cowardly and weak-minded, and William Wharton, a wild and dangerous multiple murderer who makes very much trouble. Paul also describes his experiences with a Native American murderer named Arlen Bitterbuck and the ‘Prez’ who killed his father. The story also features Mr. Jingles, an unnaturally intelligent mouse which appears early in the novel and makes friends with Delacroix and which learns various tricks. Percy Wetmore, a mean and arrogant new guard, tries to kill Mr. Jingles several times.

Over time, the guards realize that there is something special about John Coffey. He has mystical healing abilities and with these powers he heals Paul's urinary tract infection, the warden's wife's brain tumor, and Mr. Jingle's broken body after Percy Wetmore kills him. Paul also realizes that Coffey is sensitive to the thoughts and feelings of others around him, and all over the world. 
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They are faced with the terrible truth that they must execute him although Paul discovers that Coffey is innocent of the murders which truly was the work of William Wharton.
In the end, Mr. Jingles dies of old age at the age of 64 in Paul's nursing home, Paul tells to the reader how his wife died and we learn that Paul is 104 years old, and how he wonders how much longer he's got to stay. The book ends with this quote: "We each owe a death, there are no exceptions, I know that, but sometimes, oh God, the Green mile is so long."

Probably the composition of this fabulous story, the different characters and the moments from happiness to sadness make this book so special!

For a mystery fictional Book it appears very real because it contains situations which probably have been like the ones described in the book. The story takes place in the South in the 1930s and King’s lively descriptions take the reader far away from reality and show him or her the days of the past and how it felt like in those days. This was also a point which fascinated me about the book.

Another reason I chose this book was the fact that a film adaptation of it exists too. The novel was adapted by Frank Darabont, who was also the director, in 1999, starring Tom Hanks as Paul Edgecombe and Michael Clarke Duncan as John Coffey.
In the 2000 Academy Awards, the movie was nominated for four awards (Best Actor in a Supporting Role, Best Picture, Best Sound, and Best Writing: Screenplay Based on Material Previously Produced or Published) but won none of them. 
But it got other awards like the 2000 Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy & Horror Films (Saturn Awards) in Best Supporting Actor (Film) (Michael Clarke Duncan), Best Supporting Actress (Film) (Patricia Clarkson) and Best Action/Adventure/Thriller Film. 
Also remarkable was the success of the 2000 People’s Choice Awards in Favorite All-Around Motion Picture and Favorite Dramatic Motion Picture.

But what was the most important point I included this book to our library was the impression I got through the book myself!

As a librarian I have to have a certain and serious reason to offer a book to our readers. It should be seriously and well-written books with a message in them which educate people while they’re reading it. They should identify themselves with the characters of the book and this just can happen if there’s a special atmosphere the author has to create.

And as I knew before, Stephen King is an experienced writer who can put all of these important ingredients together I was sure that it would be the same with “The Green Mile”. But just to check if I was right I read the book and now, after I’ve read it I feel confirmed so that I know this book is worth reading.
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All in all, I can just wish everybody who gets the chance to read this phenomenal book to experience the same things I did and to learn something from it, e.g. that you shouldn’t judge people like John Coffey just because they’re different or retarded.     

Every criminal offence has to be checked carefully, especially when it concerns an execution. Every human being has the same rights, so everyone should get the chance of justice! These are some things I’ve learned while reading this book. Maybe you even get some deeper insight! Have fun and enjoy reading!
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